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Interfaith Mission Service in l9g5 -_
Susan Smith's Review of Our Historv

[n the US, a-rtificial hearts, income tax reform (6 ia Ronald Reagan), Ted Tumer, pete Rose, and theIsuccessful missions of shuttles Discovery, Challenger and Atlantis make headlines. Arou'd the world, the
news media focus on Mikhail Gorbachev, the hrjacking of a TWA airliner over the Meditenanean, racial
violence in South Africa, a deadly tidal wave in Bangladesh, and the United Nations' +O;- ur*i,r"rrur.u
celebration' Closer to home, an Alabama law authorizing daily one-minute periods of silent meditation orprayer in public schools is deciared unconstitutional by the US Supreme Court.

T*-::es 
were turbulent in 1985, intemationally, nationally and locally. Even the membership of the

ll iMS Board was not immune, though most of the turnover seems to be have caused by Board members
moving out of town. The 1's3t' began with Board members Barbara Lucero, Fred Carodine, Harold
vanderVeen, Linda McWilliams, Shirley Mohler, Sherwood Weil, Mickey Hallum, pat Fague, Kathy wood,
Ed Soule, Daisy Albanes, David Cook, John Jackson, Ame Walker and Leonard Walker. buring the course
of the year the latter four resigned and were replaced by John Jackson, Bill Hudson, Tim Davis and Joseph
Cullofta' Wiren Cullotta was then transfered elsewhere, Gerald Sirois served during the last months of theyerLr' There was also change in the part-time secretary's position, with Rosemary Jones resigning in
september and Myra wright assuming those responsibilities.

fl 985 was still an era of ner'v-agency-creation. LJsing some special IMS "seed money, the Food Bank wasi lLLcreated to dlstrlbute mzuruf'acturers' excess food production to agencies that served people in neecl. In
Iv1arch, Living In Family Transition (LIFT) Housing was created as an IMS agency. Since the recently
created HOPE P1ace was expected to move soon from the IMS office into their own faciiity, it was decided
that the l.lFT office' staffed initiaily by Director Jeannie Mackay and a couple of VISTA volunteers, wouid
share the IMS offlce on Gailatin Street with IMS Execurive Director Bob Loshuertos. Since LIFT had been
established after the 1985 IMS budget had been established, the Board departed from their usual policy and
helped LIFT appeal directly to member congregations for funding. Five hlusing units were leased from the
cit'v Department of Cornmunity Development for $l per year, though a fire in a duplex destroyed one unit
and severely damaged another before they were even occupied.

W:1t,19 j/ith the local I{umanitarian Services Comminee, IMS helped secure a van from the Cit,"-
v v Publtc lransportation Department, establishing the Transportation Ministry Association. Congrega-

tions were asked to provide volunteer drivers who would help area agencies get their clients to and tiom
needed services. Congregations then had the use of the van on weekends.

Tl i,.lt:rt,to 
help congregations have "hands on" contact with families in need, IMS created a program

"[ent]t led "Shanng Fanri l ies". 13ut despitc a very posit ive arricle in the Huntsvi l le Times, few congregarrons
came fonvard to panicipatc.
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lfn addition to the new agencies/ministries, IMS continued its relationship with Campus Ministry Associa-
Jl-tion, CASA, Family Services Center, HELPLine, HOPE Place, the Pathfinder and SCAN. Annual
evaluations, designed to help congregations u,nderstand the needs and strengths of each agency. were shared
with each director and published in the IMS Arrnual Report. As had been the case in recent years, IMS
frequently had difficulry maintaining its schedule of financial support to the agencies, but by year-end all had
received at ieast their budgeted amounts. The situation was particularly helped by the annual Auction in
November, which raised nearly $3800. In fact, it was decided to move the Auction from November to Mav
in 1986 in the hope that such a change would avert the traditional mid-summer financial shortfall.

ul-h. Harvest of Food in October involved 1 82 young peopie from l4 youth groups, who together collected
-lL food for the IMS pantries, the Pathfinder and HOPE Place. Food Pantry Coordinator Daisy Albanes also

suggested that congregations which did not sponsor pantries could have Pantry Sundays to help the pantries
maintain their supplies.

tll-h. IMS Councii met four times during 1985, each time at a different member church. Each meeting
lL featured a program (on topics ranging from "Domestic Vioience" to "Peace on a Personal Level"),

followed by a business meeting conducted by Board President Barbara Lucero. In November, the Council
approved the membership of Huntsville Christian Church, bringing to 41 the number of member congrega-
t ions.

he 1985 Annual Meeting and Dinner was held on January 3 1 at Holmes Street United Methodisr
Church. Foliowing a presentation by Dr. Joseph Monti of the University of the South School of

Theology, the IMS oflicers and Board members were installed. Those present also voted to establish the
non-paid staff position of Volunteer Coordinator, whose main job was to keep Congregational Representa-
tives informed and involved in IMS activities.

An the day following the Annual Meeting, members of the clergy were invited to a mini-workshop r.rrth
VDr. Monti to look fi.rther at a document entitled "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry", produced by the
Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches. This workshop tumed out to be the
beginning of an Ecumenical Dialogue for clergy, which continued for several years under the sponsorship of
IMS. The annual Ministers' Lunch was also held in August at the Knights of Columbus Flall, with Methodist
District Superintendent Charles Howard as the speaker.

eptember 8, 1985, marked the l5'n anniversary of the approval of IMS'Articles of Incorporation. Thc
occasion was celebrated with a dinner at First Christian Church. lr4ember congregations were invited to

make ceiebratory donations to IMS, most of which were used to suppon the newly established LIFT
program.

Tf 1985 was IMS' 15'n anniversary, then 2000 will be our 30s! Want to heip plan the celebration?
t l

L
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Interfaith Mission Service in 1986 --
Susan Smith's Review of Our Historv

ffierdinand Marcos' Z}-year tenure as President of the Philippines ends with his flight from that country.
I' Fo.r". trN Secretary-General Kun Waldheim is accused of membership in Nazi organizations during
World War II. An explosion at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in the Soviet Union releases a cloud of
radiation into the environment. The US space shuftle Challenger explodes shortly after takeoff from Cape
Canaveral. Terrorist attacks in Rome and Vienna convince President Ronald Reagan to break diplomatic ties
w,ith Libya, while hostage taking and releases disrupt US relations with Lebanon. William Rehnquist follows
Warren Burger as Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court. The Statue of Liberfy's torch is relighted following
its l00s anniversary restoration efforr. Participating in "Hands Across America," more than five million people
form a human chain across the US to focus attention on the problems of poverty and homelessness. It is 1986
- an explosive yet hopeful  t ime!

-TI-h. Board which guided IMS activities through 1986 experienced a fair amount of turnover, adding
I leadership challenges to Barbara Lucero's second year as Board President. Other board members during

the year included Fred Carodine, David Cook, Tim Davis, Pat Fague, Daisy Fernandez, Thelma Gardner, Bob
Gunn, Mickey Hal lum, Bi l l  Hudson. John Jackson, Linda McWil l iams, Shir ley Mohler,  Bob Ogle, Gerald
Sirois,  Ed Soule, Harold VanderVeen, Anne Walker,  Leonard Walker,  Sherwood Weil  and Kathy Wood.

f here were various types of changes in the IMS staff as well. Executive Director Bob Loshuertos' title was
iL changed to "Executive Minister" to better reflect the range of his responsibilities. A new non-salaried

position o1 \,olrnt..r Coordinator \\,as created, particularly to encourage greater participation by Congrega-
tional Representatives in IMS activities, but Marty Flynn was only able to serve a ferv months before health
concerns forced her resignation. The position of part-time IMS secretary also saw turnover, with Hilda Page
and Jane Norman each staying only a few months until Elouisa Stokes besan her tenure in the office on
Gal lat in Street.

" lT-he f i rst  IMS event of 1986 was the Annual Dinner on January 30 at First  United Methodist  Church.
[  -  , ,

l .L Fol lowing dinner,  Dr.  Keith Suggs assumed the role of Mark Twain, sharing some of his observat ions on
rel igion. New off icers were instal led, and the 1986 object ives and budget were adopted. The Annual Report
distr ibuted that evening l isted IMS act iv i t ies and accomplishments during 1985 and included "evaluat ion"
reports on al l  the IMS-aff i l iated ministr ies.

,/--louncil meetings rvere held four times during the year, each hosted by a different member congregation.
\-rEach included a program, with topics ranging from "Rape: Pain to Wel lness" to "Stor)tel l ing in
Scripture",  fol lorved by a business meeting. At the May meeting, Grace Lutheran Church and the Episcopal
Church of Our Savior were welcomed into IMS membership, br inging the number of member congregat ions to
4i .  The Church of Our Savior (which no longer exists) was the f i rst  congregat ion in rapidly growing Madison
to become an IMS member-

7Th, Bridge was publ ished bi-monthly in 1986, with art ic les on CASA, LIFT Housing, SCAN, Campus
JI Ministry Associat ion, Transportat ion Ministr ies and HOPE Place. New member congregat ions were
introduced una HElpf- in* is nr* Rape Crisis Program was described. Individuals involved in IMS in var ious
rvavs cont inued to contr ibute af i ic les descr ibing "Wh_v I 'm in Ministry".
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l l-n January, iMS teamed with nine other community agencies to offer the second in a series of annual

I .un".r-r" lated workshops, this one ent i t led "Cancer:  A Family I l lness, A Community Concem". in Apri l  IMS

also co-sponsored with Hospice of Huntsvi l le and The Key Counsel ing Center a symposium cal led "Rituals of

Death and the Gifts of Healing". The Rev. Richard Kew also spoke on "Clergy Burnout" at the annual Clergy

Lunch in August,  whi le the Ecumenical Dialogue (which had begun the previous year) cont inued to attract

members of the clergy to discuss issues such as medical  ethics with Dr.  Joseph Monti  of  the Universi ty of the

South School ofTheology. .

l f , inancial  support  came to IMS not only from member congregat ions and individual "Fr iends of IMS". A

I '  $ZOOO granr from the Boeing Employees Good Neighbor Fund enabled the purchase of IMS' f i rst  computer,

whi le the annualAuct ion in November raised over $3200. The end-of-year f inancial  report  shows $108,500 in

expenditures supported by $106,000 in income. Of this amount,  some $56,000 was distr ibuted to the eioht

independent ministries and to the fund which helped pay for rent and utilities in emergencies.

"J[oh. i986 Hal loween Harvestof Food col lected nearly 6000 non-perishable food i tems. Since the demand

lL on the food pantries had nearly doubled in the past year, this collection by congregational youth groups was

particularly welcome. In fact a computer problem in the DHR Food Stamp office in October created such

demand for emergency food assistance that two of the four existing pantries were "cleaned out" prior to this

col lect ion.

C\evcral  of  rhe lMS-aff i l iated ministr ies saw tremendous growth and success during 1986, whi le one other

L)floundcred. LIFT Housing continued to use VISTA volunteers to coordinate the purchase and renovation of

housing units for famil ies in transi t ion. By May, LIFT had four uni ls occupied, rv i th another 20 l 'amil ies on a
wait ing I ist .  CASA's fal l  u,eatherizat ion program for low-income e lder ly persons was ver) 'successful .  But thc

lack of congregat ional part ic ipat ion in the Sharing Famil ies program begun the previous year severely l imited

i ts abi l i ty to help famil ies in need.

-TI-h. issue of abortion became divisive during 1986. IMS as an organization refused to take a position on the

I issr", saying that it was up to each member congregation to speak for itself. Despite a certain amount of

pressure, HELPLine (an IMS-supported ministry) refused to quit providing abortion referrals when requested.

Eventually at least one congregation demanded that none of their financial support to IMS be funnelcd to

HELPLine. a request that was honored. Actually the practice of a congregation designating its IMS funding for

a specific ministry continued to cause problems, provoking a restatement of policy regarding designation and

budget ing.

\Jon-profit organizations need to examine their structure every few years, so a By-laws Review Task Group

I\  *as named in late 1986. A class of business students from UAH also provided an analysis of IMS'

structure and programs. Their  report  gave a great deal of  the credit  for IMS'success to Execut ive Minister Bob

Loshuefios^ They noted that the same societal factors that were threatening a decrease in contributions were

also causing an increase in needs for assistance and services. The students also provided some suggestions for

restructuring and recommended the establishment of a contingency plan to prepare for times of declining

lncome.

elometimes we forget to give directors of organizat ions the recognit ion they deserve during their  tenure in that
L)posit ion. I t 's nice to know that Bob Loshuertos'contr ibut ions to IMS' success did not go unrecognized unt i l
he ret i red or unt i l  our most recent Annual Dinnerlce
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Interfaith Mission Serryice in 1987 --

Susan Smith's Review of Our History

lfoh. year is 1987. The Dow Jones average surpasses 2000 in January, but suffers the largest
I one-day loss ever on "Black Monday" in October. The war between Iran and Iraq continues, with

37 US sailois killed when the USS Stark is attacked accidentally by an Iraqi warplane. Hostage-taking
in Lebanon increases, irrcluding the capture of Anglican Church envoy Terry Waite. Television
evangelist Jinr Bakker resigns in disgrace. Some 400 Muslims die in Mecca in a clash between
protesting Iranians and Saudi police during the annual Hajj pilgrimage. A severe earthquake in Los
Angeles causes six deaths, many injuries and widespread damage. A fragile cease-fire befween
Nicaraguan government forces and "contra" rebels fails as Congressional committees in the US blame
the Iran-contra scandal on the Reasan White House.

gainst this tumultuous backdrop, Interfaith Mission Service continued to serve our community.
The 1987 Board consisted of Karen Bamett. Daisy Fernandez. Leslie Franklin. Thelma Gardner.

Mickey Hallum, John Herndon, Bill Hudson, John Jackson (President), Ruth Jurenko, Bob Ogle,
Gerald Sirois (replaced mid-year by Greg Bittner), C.A. Smith, Dick Titus, Harold VanderVeen and
Sherwood Weil. When they accepted Board membership, these folks probably thought that they'"r,ere
mainly commining to monthly meetings, with occasional other conrmiftee work, but they were soon to
leanr otheru,'ise !

{-nteriaith Mission Service did some major "soui searching" in 1987. Beginning with input from the
Iseptenrber i 986 Council meeting, the IMS Board held a day-long retreat on January 3'o and devised
a plan to evaluate the organization's position in the communify. In mid-month, the Board held a dinner
meeting with the directors of the eight independent agencies/"ministries" which received funding fiom
IMS. When asked "What couid IMS do differently?" they requested more reliable monthly payments
and a i.wiften policy addressing some congregations' practice of designating a portion of their IMS
support to be paid to a particular agency.

ll-h. Februarl' I 9'h nreeting of the IMS Council (composed of at least two representatives and one
I clergv person from eacii member congregation) was devoted to a discussion of what IMS was

doing r'vell and what could be done differently. IMS'history of initiating projects which later became
independent agencies (e.g., HELPLine, CASA, HOPE Place, Food Bank) received praise, but a few
pafiicipants suggested that financial support be phased out as the agencies mafured. Several others
stated the need for more communication and coordination with member congregations and more
elforts loward interdenominational cooperation. Council meetings all year were devoted to this
process. rather than the usual program-business meeting format.
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ll.n March and April, Luther Kramer donated his time as a process consultant to facilitate the

IBoard's examination of this input, pius the study of IMS' financial structure done by UAH

srudents in iate 1986. tn two iengthy evening meetings, the Board developed a ]ist of 14 recommen-

dations which they considered cruciai to the life of IMS. Beginning with widening "the footpath

between IMS and the member congregations to become an interstate highway which goes both

ways", the recommendations addressed public awareness, financial stability, community leadership

roles, Board members' responsibilities, and several ways to strengthen relationships with member

congregations. A iist and description of these 14 recommendations was mailed to each Congrega-

tional Representative, u,ith a request that each CR indicate his,4rer first, second and third priorities

on a return postcard. At the July Board meeting, ad hoc committees were created to study (1)

increasing IMS visibility in congregations and with the general public; (2) increasing the two-way

flow of information. volunteers and money between IMS and member congregations; eurd (3)

recruiting new congregations to join IMS.

7r\ver the course of the next several months, it was decided to create a part-time paid Coordinator

\/of Volunteers position, since a year-long search for a volunteer to fulfill this position had not

been successful. (janice Winters began in this position in November.) Two proposed B-v-laws

revisions aiso resulted from this process: (1) to create a Chairperson/Speaker of the Council position

separate from the Board president; and (2) for the Council to meet bi-monthly rather than quarterlv.

\ tr\ Thile this complex evaluation process was going on, there was much "business as usual" too.

V V f n September, Executive Minister Bob Loshuertos learned that IMS would need to vacate its

offices at200l Galiatin Street by November 1. In iooking for another office location, the Board tuil,v

realized ,,what a deal" Dr. Jeff Hindman had been providing for $265 per month. A{ier an intensive

search,,the Holmes Street office which IMS still occupies was leased (also at a below-market rate)

from Dr. Sam Citrano. Responding to an urgent plea from Loshuertos, the Boeing Employee Ciood

Neighbor Fund provided most of the direct costs of the move. Elouisa Stoke s had resigned as office

-*ug., just in time to avoid having to pack up, a task that feil to Loshuerlos, new oftrce nlanagcr

Jeanette Johnson and members of the Board.

rlt\he IMS Annual Dinner on January 29 at First Presblterian Church attracted nearly 100 persons

I ,o hear the church's bell choir perform and Dr. Walter Han-elson of Vanderbilt Divinity School

speak on ..pursuing Interfaith Understanding in a Divided World". The Annual Reporl distributed

that evening sho*ed congregationai membership remaining at 43, providing $96,500 of a total

a*ual income of $128,000. In addit ion to managing the trust fund established in 1983 for Jessica

Buchanan, an l8-month-old child paralyzedin an automobile accident, IMS also raised $2400 to

help the family of rwo-year-old Jessie Hopkins defray the expenses of his liver transplant in New

Orleans.

.ll-h. Annual Report also included reports on the operations and needs of the eight agencies which

I *.r. consideied "independent ministries" of IMS. included among these was LIFT Housing.

rvhich contin'.:ej:: share office space u,ith IMS and whose staff members Bob Loshuerlos continued

Cont tnued ner :  . rcze
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Continuedfrom page 7

to supervise. The Annual Report also highlighted other activities of the year'. a Cancer Workshop in January

co-sponsored with l0 other agencies; the six Ecumenical Dialogue sessions wi& Dr. Joe Monti of the
University of the South; the Ciergy Luncheon in August and Clergy Workshop in September, at which each
"ministry" described its services.

\ N Zirh the addition of Madison United Methodist Church, the IMS Food Pantry system grew to five

V V p-tries. The Bridee continued to inform the community about activities of tMS and the "ministries",

and a series of profiles of IMS Board members was begun. Scattered among the six issues in 1987 were also

descriptions of current issuejs among Lutherans, Southem Baptists and Roman Catholics, as well as a piea

from the Department of Human Resources for foster parents. The November issue also carried an

announcement from Faith Presblterian Church of an arrangement whereby Bruno's grocery stores would

donate $ 1 in perishable food to the Food Bank for every $300 in Bruno's and Food World receipts collected

by local churches.

7-\ontinual examination of ways in which we can serve our community. Continued desire to welcome new

\-congregations inlo our fellowship.Continued efforts to provide top-quality speakers for area clergy and

people of faith. Continued desire to inform the commu.nity about services provided by IMS and other

agencies. Continued need to strengthen our financial base and our two-way communication with member

congregations. Such was IMS in 1987 - and sti l l  in 1999!ce



Interfaith Mission Service in 1988 --

Susan Smith's Review of Our History

ffi onald Reagan is completing his second term as US President, and George Bush is elected his successor, defeating

L[\ ,D.*o.rat ic candidate Michael Dukakis.  Severe drought affects half  of  the nat ion's agricul tural  land. President
Reagan af iends a f ive-day summit in the Soviet Union, whi le Lech Walesa makes the transi t ion from leader of the

Sol idar i ty trade union to leader of Poland. N4ost of Central  America seems on the br ink of mi l i tary/pol i t ical  upheaval,

rvhi le f ight ing and hostage-taking character ize much of the Middle East.  US relat ions with Iran are further strained

when a US cruiser shoots down an lranian commercial airliner after mistaking it for an aftack plane. A bomb

explodes aboard a Pan Am J4J over Lockerbie, Scot land, claiming 270 l ives. The US returns to space with the launch

of the shunles Discovery and At lant is.  l 'he Olympic Winter Games are held in Calgary, Canada, whi le the summer

games dra* thousands of fans to Seoul,  South Korea, and "Who Framed Roger Rabbit?" br ings movie animation into

a ne\\' era.

l f  t  doesn't  seem l ike there was a calm corner an) 'where in the world in 1988, and IMS was no except ion. Fol lowing

Io 1,.ur of  internal and external examinat ion, several  s igni f icant changes were made in the IMS by- laws and in the

t in r ingandformato fCounc i l  p rograms.  J 'heCounc i l ,where la rgercongregat ionswerenowent i t led tomore thanthe
previous nvo Congregat ional Representat ives, began meeting every other month, rather than quarter ly.  The meetings

did nor include infomrat ional prograns, but began with a l ight supper,  which was fol lowed by commiftee meetings, r

business nreering and reporls t iom the mirrrstr ies which received f inancial  support  f rom IMS. In addrt ion to cl tangrng

t ire Coupci l  nreet ing schedule and the apport ionment of CR's, the by- laws adopted in May also establ ished the

posir ion of Counci l  Moderator (beginning in 1989) and made the independent ministr ies actual members in IMS.

Ercepr for the change in f lscal  y,ear,  which occurred in 199 1, these by- laws cont inued to def ine the structure of IMS

for I  0 years

o-J -nh .  lN lS  Board  a t  rhe  beg inn ing  o f  l98E cons is ted  o f  John Jackson (Pres ident ) ,  M icke l 'Ha l lum,  Karen Barnen

-|  (Secretarv).  Harold VanderVeen, Greg Bit tner,  Frederick Davis,  Ruth Jurenko, C.A. Smith, Audrey Walker.

S l renvood Wei l ,  D ick  T i tus .  Chuqk Vedane,  Buck  Camp and John l {e rndon.  The mid-year  res isnr t ions  o f  Jackson

and Bamen caused N4ickey IJal lurn to assurTle the Presidency and added Johanna Caruso and Don Wright to thc

Board The l ,ear also sau, Bob Loshuertos coniplete his eight l i  year as Execut ive Minister and his 25* year as an

ordaineci LLrt i reran minister.  Off lce manager/secretary Jeanette Johnson handed her secretar ial  dut ies over to Pat

[ ,assmorc but remained as a four-hour-a-week bookkeeper.  With f inancial  records being computer ized by nr id-vear.

Jeanene found the task n'ranageable in that t rrne,

2 | r io  cop: t regar ions  -  Mad ison Chr is t ran  Church  and Souths ide  Chr is t ian  Church  - -  jo ined IMS dur ing  la68 '

I  br, , ,gi , rg rhe number of rnember congregat ions to 45. Several  f inancial  benef i ts fel l  to IMS this year:  a ven'

success fu l  Auc t ion  ($4300) ,  f i r s r - t ime par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  Combined Federa lCampaign ,  and $3700 rece ived f rom the

Wally,  B1,am Caravan Club Internat ional -  the col lect ion taken at the worship services held for the Airstream travel

rrai ler owners rvho camped at a si te off  Airport  Road for f rvo weeks. Despite al l  of  this,  the f inancial  s i tuat ion rvas

precarious al l  y 'ear,  lv i th the Boarci  having to authorize the use of $1300 in Special  Funds to cover salar ies and taxes

in Apri l .  An end-of-year let ter f rom the Finance Committee to member congregat ions request ing addit ional

contr ibut ions had l imrted sucie ss, so IMS ended the year three months behind in i ts payments to the independent-but-

a f f l l i a ted  min is t r ies  l i ke  HELPLine  and HOPE P lace.

efforts by, Bob Loshuertos and the Humanitar ian Services Committee, Huntsvi l le Ut i l r t ies

Share. making i t  easv for ut i l i t ies custoners to make a donat ion which coulC be used to par

C:sab led  : :C iv idua l  \ ' l eanu 'h i le .  the  EmergencY Fund d is t r ibu ted  some S1: . -  '  ' :  : -qs  s i :n " r

l

f  f t e r  s c r e r a l  \ e a r 5
1- \  cs tab l  rs l t cd  Pro lec l
t h e  b i l l  o f  a n  e l d e r l r  o r
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with rent and medication expenses. The Halloween Harvest of

Food involved over 200 youth who collected food for the IMS

Food Pantries, which together served about i75 families per

month. Employees of the City of Huntsville also collected more

than 2000 food items which were donated to the pantries.

TMS continued the tradition of offering professional develop-

Im.n, opportunities to area clergy. The September 1" Clergv-

Luncheon permined 65 religious professionals to meet and hear

the new Cathol ic Bishop of the Diocese of Birmingham, whi le

bi-monthly sessions of Ecumenical Dialogue attracted 27 clergy

members from a broad range of denominations to hear various

professors from the School of Theology at the University of the

South. A September workshop, co-sponsored with seven other

human services agencies, brought Alabama Department of Hu-

man Resources Commissioner Andrew Hornsby to speak before

70 attendees on "What Does It Mean To Be Poor In Madison

Counfv?" The fourth and last in a series of Cancer Workshops

was also held at UAH, co-sponsored with 1 I other agencies.

Ceveral  years earl ier,  the Huntsvi l le Housing Authoriry had

[])srudicd condir ions in the Binford Court  housing project and

found many of the 200 units there grossly substandard. By

mid- i988 the HFIA had decided to tear down Binford Court  and

permit  a pr ivate developer to bui ld housing units for low-income

famil ies on the si te.  This decision prompted a lawsuit  f i led in

federal court by the Binford Court tenants. In the senlement of

this suit, IMS was named as the relocation agency, charged with

expediting relocations of the affected families with minimal

traume. Under this agreement.  semi-rct i red attorney Ed Hart

and nvo other staff members worked for about four nlonths, with

IMS act ing as the f iscal  agent.

Q oc io log is ts  who have s tud ied  t rends  in  Amer ican ph i lan-

f)throoic efforts and social concerns tell us that, sometime in

the mid- to late 1980's, Americans began to swing away from a

broad sense of caring about "everyone in my communiqy"

toward a narrower concern within "my congregation" or "people

l i ke  me" .  These same soc io log is ts  te l lus  tha t .  cyc les  be ing  what

they are, the pendulum is expected to begin to swing back

toward a more social ly sensit ive era during the early '00's.  ( ls

that hou, we are going to refer to the coming decade? It sure

looks funny!) 1988 was probably the beginning of the pendu-

lum's t ime furthest out on i ts arc.  Through al l  the pendulum's
extremes and its passages through the middle ground, IMS has
cont inued to  serve  our  communiqv .  God w i l l i ng ,  ue ' l l  : l r t inue
to do so through manl' future swings.c*
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Interfaith Mission Service in 1989 - Susan Smith's Review of Our History
(1 corge Bush succeeds Ronald Reagan as President of the United states. Douglas wi lder is elected Governor of\ l  r r , ,\ ' l f  vrrgrnia. becoming the f i rst  Afr ican-American elected governor in US history. The oi l  tanker Exxon I /aldezrtr trs ag'round in the Gulf  of  Alaska, causing a massive oi l  spi l l .  The Magett ln spacecraft  is sent on l ts wav toVenus'  oal i leo heads toward Jupiter and voyctger 2 passes close to Neptune. chinese troops in Bei j ing ki l l  scoresof protestors as they ntove into Tienanmett Square to quel l  pro- democracy demonstrat ions. Comrunlr i . ,  in Europeshorvs signs of crumbl ing and the wal l  that div ided East and west Berl in since l96l  comes down. T.he drug AZTshorvs pronlrse in slorving the progress of AIDS. In separate incidents, lone gunmen in Cal i fornia an<j Kentuckyaltack schoolchi ldren and co-workers bc{bre committ ing suicide. Hurr icane i lugo wreaks death and destruct ionacross  thc  [ -a r ibbcan and s t lu t l t c rn  US.  Baseba l l ' s  Oak land A 's ,  paren t  c lub  o f  the  Huntsv i l le  S tars ,  w in  the  Wor ldSer ies  i r r  fbur  s t ra igh t  f lames.  And in  the  c i ty  o f  i lun tsv i l le ,  the  C i ry  o f  Mad isor r  and Mad ison county .  oc tober1989 is . f f i c ia l l y  p roc la imed " lMS comnun i ty  Awareness  Month , ' .

Tl ,* t i :  l : . ' t - l "ut :  
ago, but change the names, and i t  could be this year 's news! Some of the same could be said ol 'r t l rc IMs Bt 'ard :rs wel l  ' l ' l t ree 

o{ ' the 1989 f loart l  ol ' f icers (Dick Ti tus, Johanna Caruso and peggy Shanahan) aresctar l l l l  on the fJoard agairr  in 1999. Other ]989 I loard members were Mickey Hal lunr,  SherrJMal low, Lr j ison( otr t tcr,  J irn l lardy'  Chuck Vet lat te,  t tarold VanderVeen, Frcderick Douglas, C.A. Smith, Ruth Jurenko and Dorrwri{ i l r t '  [ ]ob [ 'oshuertos atrd Pat Passntore cont inued in rheir  posi t ions as Execut ive Minister an<j Sccrcrary/of l iccMa'aser.  arrcl  JoAnn lJrur 'below joincd thc rMS staff  as l3ookkeeper.

t [ t ' t  p tc r i . t r ' s  vcar 's  By- laws rev is ion  had c rea ted  the  pos i t ion  c i f 'Modera tor  o f  the  IMS Cour rc i l ,  a  pos i t ion  rha tl l  r rz ts  l rc - l c i  l r . r r r  ' l anuarv  lh rough Ju ly  by  ( i reg  B i t tner ,  w i t l r ' l ed  [ ,each f i l l i ng  ou t  thc  year .  - fhc  ( jounc i l ,
cott tpt lset l  of  C-or lgregat ior lal  I lcprcsentat ivcs (CI l 's)  f rorn each nrember cclngregat ion, now rnet f lvc l i r .cs a year,p lL is  thc  'Anr l t ra i  [ ) in r rc r /Meet ing ,  w l r i c l r  was  l rc ld  a1  I ] i r s t  Presby ter ia r r  c l ru r i :h  aga i r r  rh is  year .  A  s r i rve_y  o f  c l l ' si r l c l  i ca tec i  l t  p rc le rc t l ce  f i l r  a  c t - rns is tc t t t  t r lee t i r tg  p lace ,  ra ther  than ro ia t ing  an l ( )ng  nrcnrbcr  congrcgat ions .  so  a l l  [ ru lo t te  o1- t l re  ( 'oLrnc i l  Mcc t ings  rv i ts  hc lc l  a1  I lo l rncs  St ree t  LJn i ted  Method is t  Churc l r .  c lL 's  wcre  c . rpec tcc l  to
P l t r l rc rpa te  o t l  an  lN4S corn t t l i t tec ,  so  thc  evc t t ings 'schedu les  had comnr i t tees  meet ing  lb r  45  minLr tcs  be fbre  thcLot rnc l l  bL ls i r tess  r t rec t i t tg  began.  T- l re  Septenrber  Counc i l  meet ing ,  however ,  was  < ievo ted  to  the  showing o f  a  new' ic ie . tapc  ; r rcscn ta t io r r  o r r  IMS.  " ' r 'wcnry  years  o f  Shar ing  Minrs t ry " .

, / - \on{ r t 'H3t r { ) r r . t l  t l te r t tbersh ip  cont inuec l  t0  g row wi rh  the  add i t ion  o f  sou ths ide  chr rs t ian ,  1 ' r in i t y  I tap t is t  and St .r f , , ,
LzJ . i r t r  l l r c  i l r r p t i s t  ( l a t l r o l i c  chu rchcs ,  b t r l  l l r e  c l os ing  o f  t he  E ,p i scopa l  chu rch  i n  Mad ison  c rea ted  a  l oss  as  wc l l .\ l cac io rv  l l i l i s  l r r i r i a t i vc  bccan te  a r t  IMS n t i n i s l r y ,  j o i n i ng  l lEL I r t , i ne ,  HOp t  p lace ,  I . am i l y  Sc rv i ccs  Cen te r  andt t t l t e r  o rgA t t i z -a t i ons  i r r  r cce  i v i r t g  f i nanc ia l  and  vo lun tee r  i uppo r t  t l r r ough  IMS.  T 'he  M in i s t r i es  Co rn rn i t t ec  . f  t hel Joa rd  sJ rcn t  t t t uch  o f  1989  re f i n i r r g  i t s  c l t a r t e r  and  es tab l i - sh ing  an  ac t i on  p lan  fo r  IMS,  i nvo l vemen l  i n  t hecornmuni ty  As par t  of ' th is  ef for t ,  comnr i t tce chai r  Chuck Vcdane developed a four-par t  Sunday School  prograrnl i nk ins  rhc  be l i e l ' s  o f -d i f l ' e r cn t  f a i t hs  an t l  d r
rrre vear, an e{rbrr began ro estabrish *.',,;;:,]i:,1::.'I'jil:::ffi:,":i,T:[:ll:f;,Tilii]'lii;;:ilil1rrre end or

rhcn as now, IMS provided volunteer and stafTsupport  to many other organizat ions. Board members and others- reprcsented IMS on the brards of community Act ion Agency, t ,egal Services ol-  North Alabama anol lu r t tsv r l le  Assoc ia t ion  lo r  Pas tora l  Care .  l ' l ten  as  now,  much o f  the  t ime o i the  Execut ive  Min is te r /D i recror  wasspcnt coordinal ing ef lor ls with other community agencies. However,  in mid-year the Board adjusted i ts expccra-tr t lns o1-ho\v [ ]ob LoshLrertos spcnt his t ime, request ing more emphasis on communicat ions and off ice administra-t i r ln and les's otr  the clevelopment and support  of  minist i ies. Board members assumed some of the responsibi l i ty forrepresent lng  IMS i r  lL :  : - - : : run in ' .  bu t  Loshuer tos  remained the  contac t  person fo r  the  group tha t  eventua l l rbecarnc  t l re  N ' la 'o r ' .  r -  - .  . . '  \ " r .  rson  Counc i l .  i -a rge ly  th rough the  e f fo r ts  o f  IMS,  downtown . " "u r ;n ; ; " ' ; ,
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establ ished an agreement whereby two congregat ions on a rotat ing basis would open their  fel lowship hal ls on rvinter

nights when the regular homeless shelters became ful l .

l f )" .ause of these and other humanitar ian efforts,  Bob L,oshuertos received the Brotherhood Arvard

I)F{untsvi l le-Decatur chapter of the Nat ional Conference for Christ ians and Jews in May 1989. During
month he read a statement represcnt ing the Christ ian fai th at the Alabarna I- lo locaust Cornmemorat ion
gomery.

from the
thc sanre
in  Mont -

X m Q 6!)was the sccond straight year of reduced f inancial  support  f ront congregat ioru, so the budget of-S86.000

L 7 OY *ot a minimal increase over the previous year 's.  There was st i l l  a strong effort  to channel as much mone v

as  poss ib le  to  the  min is t r ies .  bu t  the  year  ended (as  i t  had  in  1988)  w i thout  IMS havrng prov ided t l rc rn  thc i r  f i r l l

a l locat ion. In an aftempt to nonitor the budget and cash f low rnore closcly,  the Board cl id a nr id-ycar Lrpdat irrg of '

f inancial  pol ic ies and attenrpted to simpl i fo the f inancial  reports they received.

l fn  Apr i l  the  Ar rnua l  Auc t ion  ra ised  a lmos l  $3000,  se l l ing  every t l r ing  inc lud ing  a  k i tchen s ink .  A  grar t t  { ionr  thc

J|. t )r . ,c ing Enrployces Good Neighbor Fund purchascd a copying rnachine that errablcd the IMS off lcc to procl trcc' lhc

Bfidge in-house. Edison Conner coordinated t l re Hal loween Harycst of  l ;ood, in which 280't  yt i t r th l ionr l8

congregat ions col lectcd rnore than 8000 food i tems. The Veterans of l ' 'orcigrr  Wars artd I lurt tsvi l lc L ' i ty cntplol 'ccs

a lso  co l lec ted  fbod fo r  thc  s ix  IMS pant r i cs .

l \  f u n c l  l v a s a l s o c s t a b l i s h e d t o a s s i s t t h e v i c t i m s o f t h e N o v e m b e r l 5 ' r ' t o r t r a d o i r t s o u t h e a s t l l u n t s v i l l e . C o o r c l i n a t c t l
f+frurt [  t l rc local Red Cross and otherrel iel-agencies, the $25,000 receivecl  f ionr many sources rvas rrsecl  whcn othcr

types  o1 ' f inanc ia l  ass is tance were  no t  ava i lab lc .  IMS a lso  coord ina ted  the  fundra is ing  c f fb r r  fo r  the ' lo r t rad t r

I{crncntbrance mcmorial  at  the corncr of WhitesbLrrg Drivc and Airport  Road. l 'he LJr-rchanan [ ]und. establ isheci u,hcn

a1 insurancc  sc t t lement  rvas  reachcd on  beha l f  o f  a  ch i ld  severc ly  in ju red  in  an  au lo t t tob i l c  acc ic ie  r t t  i r t  1981.  p ror  idc t l

a ln tos t  $10.000 o1 'ass is tance 1o  l8  {ami l ies  whose ch i ld rcn  hac l  unusua l  rncc l  i ca l  needs  a t td  cxpcr rscs

l f  n  Apr i i  IMS co-sponsorcd  w i th  ten  o ther  agenc ies  the  f l rs t  i r r  a  ser ics  o f 'wc l l -a t te r rdcc l  Far r r i l l 'V i r - r l c r rcc  Sc t l l i t ra rs

- L l t '  I , . g g 1 , q r 3 y , t r t ' V a n d c r b i l t l ) i v i n i t y S c h o o l  s p o k c a t t h c a n n u a l  C l e r g i , W o r k s l r t i p i r r A L r g t r s t . r v h i l c s p c a k e r s l r o n r
the  [ ]n ivc rs i t1 , . r1 '  the  South ,  B i rn t ingham Southern  Co l lege and the  loca l  con tn tun i ry  adc l resscc j  thc  b i -mor t th lv

L ,cumenica l  D ia logue

l f t ' s  a lways  a  cha l lenge to  f rnd  ways  to  "do  more  w i th  l css"  in  the  way o f  f lnanc ia l  resourccs .  As  thesoc ie ta l  t rcnd

-J-toruud 5prrnsoring more narrowly focused act iv i t ies cont inued, IMS cont inued to serve t l tc cotr lnt t t t l i t ,v in a broad

varicty of 'ways, somc:t intes in di f lcrent ways from what we haci in the past. ' l 'en years later we arc st i l l  t r rrding r lcrv

ways to serve and establ ishing new col laborat ivc cf forts to get thc job(s) clorrc.c€


